Situation Report for Great Britain
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The Union Jack, 1801 – Present
You are the greatest world power at this time in history.  You are searching for ways to continue to keep this power as the great war against Napoleon is now over.  You have established good relationships with the new Latin American countries who have won their freedom from Portugal and Spain.  There is talk now, however, of Spain and Portugal trying to take their old colonies back by force.  What will your plan of action be if this happens?  You could defeat one of these countries fairly easily, but fighting them both would be a serious stretching of your military resources.  

There are also other options.  America is equally upset about the talk of Spain and Portugal coming back into North and South America.  If you play your cards right, you might be able to get America to join you in your fight against them. With your power combined, you might be able to diplomatically end this battle without bloodshed.  Spain and Portugal would be more worried to go to war with both Latin America, Britain and America.  The problem, however, is that America recognizes the new governments in North and South America, while you do not.  If you recognize the new countries, many other European countries might see you as a traitor and stop trading with you.  How can you get America to help you without recognizing these new revolutionary governments in North and South America?

Russia is also a player in this battle.  They are leaning right now towards helping Spain and Portugal, but you might be able to persuade them by secret financial compensation.  You might also promise them something in the future that they might be able to use.  

Consider all of these options carefully and write out your plan of action addressing the following questions:
1) How will you respond to the new problem of Spain and Portugal?
2) Is there a way that you could get American help?
3) What will you do about Russia?





Situation Report for Latin America
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Flag of Brazil

You have recently won your freedom from Spain and Portugal because they were too focused on wars in Europe. But now that there is peace in Europe, Spain and Portugal are threatening to come back and force colonial governments on you again.  You are very scared and you do not have the resources to defeat them outright.  You might be able to create small resistance movements, but if they send their armies in full force, you will not be able to resist forever.  You need the help of the British and the Americans.  The British are opposed to the Spanish and Portuguese wars because they already have good trading patterns with you.  They might be willing to help.  You might also be able to get America’s aid based on your common understanding of overthrowing colonial governments.  

You have to play all of these parties against each other.  You are small pawns in a big world.  How will you deal with Portugal and Spain?  Is there some way for you to open up trade with them while still keeping independence?  How might you get British help and American aid?  

Consider all of these options carefully and write out your plan of action addressing the following questions:
1) What deals might you come to with Portugal and Spain?
2) How will you plead for aid from Britain?
3) How might you arouse sympathy on the world stage?










Situation Report for Portugal
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Although your country was once a great power, Napoleon invaded your country in 1807.  As a result, you had to pull all your resources from around the world to fight the French army and you were successful!  During this time, however, your prized colony, Brazil, fought and won its independence.  You have been gathered together to decide the future of Portugal at this pivotal time in history.

If you go to war with Brazil to win back your former colony, you will win quite easily because of superior weaponry and manpower, but you will probably be fighting a sustained guerrilla war for many years.  A guerrilla war is a war where you will have to fight a small, but decentralized force of Brazilian nationalists (those who want to fight for Brazil’s independence from Portugal) and sustain causalities for many years to come.  You will also have to send resources that could otherwise be used at home to help fight these small resistance movements and sustain the colony.

If you do not go to war with Brazil, you will save the money and save the lives that might be lost in a war.  However, not going to war also means losing the virtually tax free trade you would receive from Portugal.  The resources you might receive from Portugal as a result of increased trade would provide much needed food after a long war with Napoleon.

When considering going to war, you must also consider other nations in the region. The United States will not be happy if you go to war with Brazil because they have already recognized the new government leaders from free Brazil. If you go to war with Brazil, the new nationmay also go to war with you.  They are not a very powerful nation, but they could provide the country with the needed supplies for a long term resistance movement.

If you go to war, you must also consider how Britain will respond to your attack on Brazil.  The British—being the ever cautious and nervous world power they are—may see your attack on Brazil as a way to get ahead of Britain on the world trading market.  If they feel threatened economically, they may come to Brazil’s aid.  Unlike the United States, Britain has the potential to escalate this to a full-scale naval war where you have the potential of losing.

Consider all these options carefully and write out your plan of action, answering the following questions:

1) Will you invade Brazil?
2) How will you respond if Britain tries to step in?
3) How will you respond if the United States declares war on you?
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Russian Fanagoria Grenadiers Flag, 1789-1815


Your main interest in North America is trading furthers in the Northwest (modern Canada) and Alaska.  Your have stepped out boldly and claimed that no ship other than Russian can travel above the 51st parallel in the pacific to interfere with your fur trading.  You have little interest in the actual continent of North American and domestic issues are more important to you right now than branching out and creating colonies in the Northwest.  You seem to think that colonization is more of a European thing.  You would rather see your own people prosper.  There have been too many revolutions in new world for you to want to experiment there.  You don’t have the time for a revolution or the means to protect an empire in the Americas.  You are content trading furs and bringing all the wealth right back to Russia.

The United States, however, sees you as a threat. What will you do if America does not honor your mandate of not traveling above the 51st parallel?  Would you be willing to go to war over this?  How will you help the Americans to understand your true intentions?

Spain also might call out for your help in a possible war to win back Spanish colonies in the Americas.  What might you gain from helping them fight in a war?  Could you use a possible war between Spain and America as a way to distract attention from your trading in the Northwest?  What else might you gain from good a good relationship with France?
 
Consider all of these options carefully and write out your plan of action addressing the following questions:
1) What will you do if America declares war on you?
2) What requests might you make of France if they want your help in winning a war to gain back their colonies?  





Situation Report for Spain
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Royal Flag of Spain, 1761-1931

You have just recovered from a bloody war with France and have come out victorious. Napoleon has been defeated and now you must decide how you want to pursue trade with the new world. You had to pull most of your troops from your Spanish colonies in North and South America to fight Napoleon, but now that he has been taken care of, you can turn your attention again to the “new” world.  Do you want to try to retake the countries by force? At the congress of Verona you got the backing of Russia, Prussia and France to try and take these places back by force.

If you do invade, you have been promised a large French force to help you regain your mercantilist empire.  They will help you defeat the new republics like Mexico and bring back the empire.  In return, France, Russia and Prussia want a part in the trade and traffic of goods in South and Spanish North America.  The downside to invasion is that you will upset both the Americans and British because of your encroachment.  Britain already has good relationships with many of the new republics, and there is talk of a possible alliance of American and British power if you try to invade your former colonies.  Is it worth the risk of upsetting these powers?  While the United States is not a great military power, Britain still has one of the largest navies in the world, and would be a formidable enemy even to France and Spain combined.  Do you think you could convince Russia to provide troops?  What might be a good way to get Russia interested in providing troops?

Consider all these options carefully and write out your plan of action addressing the following questions:

1) Are you prepared to go to war to gain back your former colonies?
2) What will you do if Britain and the U.S. attempt to try and stop you from winning the war?
3) How might Russia play into this for you?





Situation Report for the United States
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U. S. Flag, 1795-1818

You are at the center of a number of developments in the “new world.”  Russia is selling furs up and down the coast of the northwest.  They say they do not want to set up any permanent colonies in Alaska, but you cannot be sure.  Recently, the Tsar has extended its claim to the 51st parallel and has said that no other ships from other countries can enter these regions.  You could go to war with Russia over this, but they really haven’t encroached on specifically American lands yet (Alaska has not been annexed yet at this point in American history).  Going to war with Russia, however, would take away resources that would otherwise be used at home.

Spain and Portugal are also talking about reclaiming their former colonies that they lost because of wars in Europe.  They had to pull many of their troops home to fight Napoleon, but now troops are looking outward again and want to retake South American and portions of the Spanish North America.  Will you let Spain and Portugal back in?  At this point in history, you don’t have the manpower or the superior weaponry or the navy to defeat either of these countries.  You have already recognized the new independent regimes that took over after Spain and Portugal left the new world.  Would you send supplies to these new governments to aid them if the European powers attempted to take them back by force?  If you do this, you will be sacrificing resources that could be used at home such as food for the people in time of war and ammunition that could be used for self-defense.

Britain also shares a distaste for seeing Spain and Portugal become powerful again in the Americas.  Britain already has already profited greatly from the new republics and does not want to see a return to the mercantilist methods of Spain.  You could form an alliance with them to fight both Spain and Portugal.  Britain has a much more powerful navy than either Spain or Portugal.  The only problem is that Britain does not recognize the new governments in Latin America like you do.  If you ally yourselves with the British it will come at great personal cost to your relationship with Latin American countries.  You have already recognized their new governments, but Britain cannot.  This will be seen as hypocritical by the Latin American countries who followed suit in the revolutions of the new world.  They will see you as traitors.  

Consider all of these options carefully and write out your plan of action addressing the following questions:
1. What will your response be to the Russians?
1. What will your response be if Spain or Portugal invades Latin America?
How will you respond if Britain asks for a treaty against Spain and Portugal? 
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